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KATHARINE OF ARRAGON,

FIRST QUEEN CONSOKT OF HENEY VIII.

TSABEL queen regnant of Castile, and Ferdinand king of
JL Arragon, married in 1469. These sovereigns, though each
governing independently, allied their forces to wrest Granada
from the infidel Moors. The siege was tedious, and the queen,
expecting an increase to her family, wished to spend Christmas at
Toledo. On her way thither several of the strongholds of the
Moors surrendered to her. At Alcala des Henares she tallied per-
force, and there brought forth her youngest daughter. The little
infanta was named Katharine, and in a few weeks accompanied her
royal mother back to the siege of Granada, where Isabel always was
attended by the rest of her children. All had nearly been destroyed
by a furious sally of the Moors, who fired the Spanish camp, and
overthrew the tents of the royal children. Katharine being then
a baby was with difficulty saved.

It was from Granada, the bright home of her childhood, that
Katharine of Arragon derived her device of the pomegranate.
The city was named from that fruit being its produce. Pome-
granates were the armorial bearings of its Moorish kings. Katha-
rine, too, derived from the pomegranate her motto, Not for my
crown, for the crown of the pomegranate is worthless, and always
thrown away. How oft must Katharine have remembered the
glorious Alhambra of Granada, wibh its pomegranates and myrtles
when drooping with ill-health and ill-treatment under the grey
skies of the island to which she was transferred. Her betrothal
to Arthur prince of "Wales, eldest son of Elizabeth of York and
Henry VIL, took place 1494 The young spouses were permitted
to correspond for the sake of cultivating mutiial affection and
improving their Latinity. Some pretty letters in that language
are extant from both.

Katharine embarked at Corunna August 17, 1501, with her
governess, a sage and noble widow, Donna Elvira Manuel, four
young Spanish ladies, and a train of lords and ecclesiastics. So
disastrous was the voyage, so often was the ship beaten back, that